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THE WAY TO HOLY Wow

BY BARRY SHAFER

@ Quick Backdrop

1”7

Quick question: Which of the following are most likely to generate a “wow
reaction from you:

Mountains, ocean, a concert, a video, an unexpected good grade, a shooting star,
a sunrise, a sunset, a surprise favor from a friend

Quick follow up: Think about the “wow!” reaction for a minute. Why do we react
that way? What causes that feeling? Take a minute to jot down your thoughts.

One more question, maybe two: When was the last time something in the Bible
made you say “wow!” or react in a “wow” way? What was it?

Circle which best response describes your typical reaction after personal Bible/
devotional time?
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Hmmmmm Owwww Wow

Digging In (God, Show Me!)

Here’s a cool fact: every opening of our Bible is a potential “wow” moment,
whether we’re looking at one verse, one chapter, or a whole book. So, let’s open a
Bible (or Bible app).

The verses below show us what a Holy Wow moment can look like. As you read
these passages, look for the these things:
1. Action: Underline the action. How is the moment of Holy Wow experi-
enced? What happens that leads to the Holy Wow?
2. Results: Draw a “wow” burst over the results of the Holy Wow or words
used to describe the Holy Wow.

v Matthew 13:23 (NIV)

[Jesus speaking]

2 “But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and under-
stands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times
what was sown.”

Luke 24:27-28; 30-32 (NIV)

Quick Backdrop: The day Jesus arose from the tomb, He sidled up to two of His fol-
lowers walking along the road. They were downcast about the death of Jesus, and they
didn’t know it was Jesus beside them.
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vLuke 24:27-28; 30-32, (NIV) CONT'D.

They talked about the events of the past few days—Jesus’ trial and crucifix-
: ion. After Jesus listened to their explanation, He connected all the events to
: Scripture. This is where we pick up the action.

” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was
: said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 2 As they approached the village to
which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. ° But they
: urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.”
So he went in to stay with them.

% wWhen [Jesus] was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it
and began to give it to them. > Then their eyes were opened and they recognized

: him, and he disappeared from their sight. ** They asked each other, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scrip-
i tures to us?”

: John 14:21 (NIV)

[Jesus speaking]

ZLuwhoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one
. who loves me will be loved by my Father, and | too will love them and show myself
* to them.”

@ Taking It Inward (God, Teach Me!)

Prayerfully and thoughtfully respond to these questions to internalize the actions and re-
sults you just observed. Journal your thoughts in a notebook or e-doc.

How can we replicate the actions in these passages today?

What would these Holy Wow moments look like today? How might we experi-
ence these results in our lives?

What’s common in all of these situations?

@) seal the Deal (God, Change Me!)

You may have picked up on two common threads in each of these passages: Jesus
and God’s Word. There are many ways to infuse our personal Bible experience with
the actions shown in these passages, but the two guys in Luke 24 said it best: their
hearts were burning as they listened to Jesus open the Scripture to them. Jesus is
still available to us today to explain all the Scriptures to us, just as He did with the
two followers along the road. So, here are three questions you can ask every time
you open your Bible, questions that infuse Jesus and God’s Word and are guaran-
teed to bring the Holy Wow. Ask these the next time you open your Bible.

Jesus, what do you want me to see?
Jesus, what do you want me to learn?
Jesus, what do you want me to change?
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